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Evaluating the response 


Relief: Administration rebuts 
claims state left out of aid request 


By Carolyn Lochhead 


WASHINGTON — Answer- 
ing angry state lawmakers, 
White House officials denied 
Monday that they had omitted 
money for Northern California 
fire victims from their $44 bil- 
lion disaster aid request to 
Congress. 

“The Trump administration 
is fully committed to assisting 
the victims of the California 
wildfires in their hour of need,” 
said White House spokeswom- 


an Helen Ferre. 

Top California Democratic 
lawmakers sent out blistering 
statements Friday accusing the 
administration of ignoring Gov. 
Jerry Brown’s $7.4 billion re- 
quest for the Wine Country 
fires. The administration’s 
request specifically addresses 
disaster needs resulting from 
three recent hurricanes that 
struck Texas, Florida, Puerto 
Rico and the Virgin Islands, but 
mentions California only in 
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Investigation: Lawmakers call 
hearings on mutual-aid system 


By Melody Gutierrez 


SACRAMENTO — Califor- 
nia lawmakers concerned that 
the state was ill-equipped to 
fight last month’s catastrophic 
Wine Country fires plan to 
hold hearings beginning next 
month to evaluate the re- 
sponse, including apparent 
shortcomings in a mutual-aid 
system designed to quickly 
rally first responders. 

A Chronicle story published 
Sunday revealed that numer- 


ous mutual-aid requests in fire 
emergencies have gone unfilled 
in the past few years, includ- 
ing many made during the 
critical early hours of the Octo- 
ber fires that ravaged much of 
the North Bay. 

Sen. Bill Dodd, D-Napa, 
who was evacuated from his 
home during the fires, said the 
system’s deficiencies need to be 
looked at closely. 

“I think this warrants an 
investigation on why that hap- 
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Kate Steinle’s parents, Liz Sullivan (black shirt, short hair, left) and Jim Steinle (checked shirt, center), make 
their way through the Hall of Justice on the day of closing arguments in the trial in their daughter’s slaying. 


Prosecution pushes 
for 1st-degree verdict 


Closing argument: Defendant ‘wanted to fire’ at someone 


By Vivian Ho 


The homeless man accused in the 
killing of Kate Steinle was “playing 
his own secret version of Russian 
roulette” the day he discharged a gun 
on San Francisco’s Pier 14, a prosecu- 
tor said Monday in closing argu- 
ments, pushing the jury for a murder 
conviction in a case that has drawn 
national attention in the debate over 
immigration enforcement. 

But in his own closing arguments, 
the defense attorney for 45-year-old 
Jose Ines Garcia Zarate, pressing for 
an acquittal, maintained that the 
evidence pointed to a tragic accident 
and said, “This case should not have 
been charged.” 

Steinle was killed July 1, 2015, as 
she strolled on the pier with her arm 
around her father, when a bullet 
ricocheted off the concrete ground 
and struck her in the back. 

Garcia Zarate, a Mexican citizen 
on track for a sixth deportation when 
he was instead released from San 
Francisco County Jail before the 
killing, has admitted handling the 


A relative of defendant Jose Ines Garcia Zarate (center, orange sweater) is 
accompanied by Xavier Delgadillo of the Mexican Consulate at the trial. 


weapon, a .40-caliber Sig Sauer 


handgun that had been stolen four 
days earlier from the parked car ofan 


off-duty federal ranger. 
But his attorneys maintain that 


Garcia Zarate had unintentionally 
discharged the gun when he found it 
wrapped in a cloth under his seat on 
the pier. 

Steinle continues on A9 


Developers 
struggling 
to fill new 
retail space 


By J.K. Dineen 


In October 2013, developer Crescent Heights 
announced that New York celebrity chef Suvir 
Saran would open an 8,500-square-foot restau- 
rant on the ground floor of NEMA, a 700-unit 
apartment complex at 10th and Market streets. 

“T can’t begin to express my excitement about 
launching a restaurant in San Francisco and in 
the NEMA building particularly,” Saran said at 
the time. 

But the restaurant never opened. About 18 
months after the announcement, Saran pulled 
out, citing “unanticipated complications and 
endless delays.” 

And more than four years later, all of the 
13,500 square feet of retail space at NEMA sits 
vacant — a blank glass wall fronts Market 
Street instead of the lively shops and restau- 
rants the developer had promised. 

But Crescent Heights, which did not return 
calls seeking comment about the status of the 
space, is not alone when it comes to empty re- 
tail spaces in newly constructed buildings. 

In a city where ground-floor retail is often 
required in residential developments, much of 
the new stock sits empty. A look at 20 housing 
developments on or within a few blocks of Mar- 

Retail continues on A11 


Trump threat 
over sanctuary 
policies blocked 


By Bob Egelko 


President Trump acted unconstitutionally 
when he threatened to strip billions of dollars 
in federal funding from sanctuary cities and 
counties, like San Francisco and Santa Clara 
County, that refuse to cooperate fully with im- 
migration officers, a federal judge ruled Mon- 
day. 

U.S. District Judge William Orrick III of San 
Francisco had already issued a nationwide in- 
junction in April, blocking enforcement of the 
executive order that Trump had issued in Feb- 
ruary and saying it was likely to be found un- 
constitutional. The Trump administration has 
appealed that ruling, which remains in effect, 
and has also sought to backpedal from the 
broad language of the president’s order. 

Orrick went further Monday and issued a 
final ruling saying Trump had committed mul- 
tiple constitutional violations — usurping Con- 
gress’ power over federal spending, seeking to 
defund programs unrelated to immigration and 
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